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Purpose
• Examine the role of sport, recreation, and 

facility management in the process of 
community resiliency. 

• Discuss the ways that governance of sport, 
recreation, and the community centre may 
enable a sense of community and 
community action.



Resiliency

The ability of a community to not only deal with 
adversity but also gain strength as a result of it.

 
(Kulig, Edge, & Joyce, 2008)



(Kulig, Edge, & Joyce, 2008)



Methods
• Part of larger participatory project in the 

municipality 

• Semi-structured interviews (n=6)

• Members of the Community Centre Board



Community Context
• Population ~600 (prior to Amalgamation)

• Community Change

• 2000 - School Closure

• 2001 - Amalgamation

• 2002 - Highway Bypass

• Community Centre Board operates 

independently of Municipal Recreation.



Results
• Resiliency  

• Characteristics

• Leadership, Togetherness, Networks 

• Sense of Community 
 



Resiliency 
• “It was a stab in the heart when the highway went 

through…the community centre pulled the people in 
to say “we’re still here, we’re still moving”…Bring 

people back in order to do those activities that they 
already did, but with a little more UMPH!”



Leadership
• “You gotta give back to what you’re doing because 

if not, its going to be gone.” 

• “They [the municipality] kinda let us do what we 
wanna do…I think council really respects what the 
board does”



Togetherness
• “That’s your hub of the community…and we want 

to make sure that centre is used utmost for that” 

• “Its not necessarily about bringing in income, its 
about bringing in people” 



Networks
• “Just getting out with the gang” 

• “With the Trout Creek Lions Club and Trout Creek 
Booster Club all coming together under one roof”



Sense of Community
• “[We] want Trout Creek to be on the map.” 

• “They are left with the arena, so people really rally 
and support the community centre, and thats why I 
think it is important.”



Discussion 

• The community centre appears to enable the 
practice of leadership, the expression of 
togetherness, and the creation and maintenance 
of social networks.

• Consequently the centre and its management 
enabled interactions and the production of a 
sense of community.



Implications
• Sport, recreation, and facility management as 

collective action.  

• Creative and innovative approaches to sport, 
recreation, and facility management should not be 
overlooked as their social aspects may have 
important outcomes in communities. 
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