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We have to regenerate our 
languages so we have 
communities of fluent 

speakers (p.17)… we need our 
elders, our languages, along 

with vision, intent, 
commitment, community and 

ultimately, action” (p.23). 

- Leanne Simpson, 2008



Part of a Larger Study

Speaking with my elders about 
technology: Mi’kmaq Language 
and Culture 

Indigenous Lens as Theoretical 
Framework 

Methodology 

Auto-Ethnography

Thesis Focus 



First step is to speak with elders 

Speaking with my elders about nurturing 
Mi’kmaq language and culture is helping me 
to understand how we can have more 
Mi’kmaw speakers and healthy communities 

Interviewing my elders and hearing 
grandmother stories “leaves [me] with a sense 
of purpose, pride, and gives [me] guidance 
and direction. [Her] stories are of survival 
and resistance” (Thomas, 2005, p. 238) 



Research Questions 

My ICT primary research questions:

1. To what extent can technology be used for 
language preservation and resurgence? 

2. What are supporting ways of integrating the 
language and culture within the classroom? 



Ethical Considerations

The project I work with, First Nations Innovation 
(FNI), secured approval from the Mi’kmaw Ethics 
Watch (MEW) for our research in 2013.  

In September 2014 I informed MEW of my 
specific study involving my grandmother 

In October 2014 I conducted my interview with 
Grandmother and in January 2015 I transcribed 
our conversation 





Theoretical Framework 

Indigenous Lens 

Within the colonial context, 
acts of remembrance by my 
grandmother are resurgence. 

Resurgence is a reminder to 
my generation of the 
importance of sustaining and 
nurturing Mi’kmaq language  



- Tuck, 2009; Corntessel, 2012 

Indigenous academics now turn to resurgence, 
responsibility, renewal, and relationships to restore 

the damage-centered research 



Language Resurgence
Language is the root of Cultural Identity 

Language and resurgence becomes scripted in our Indigenous lens when 
understanding (studying/researching) cultural survival 

Resurgence is an embedding of instruction within Indigenous knowledges that 
drives Indigenous people to maintain, recover, and reclaim culture and language

Resurgence is, in essence, the engine behind Indigenous ways of knowing stuck, 
within a vehicle made by Western discourses and Greek academic terminology 
such as, paradigms, epistemologies, ontologies, axiology, and pedagogy 

The damage caused by tools of colonization and Western discourses are 
encouraging Indigenous peoples to shift back to their traditional knowledge 
systems (Battiste, 2013: Grande, 2004; Wilson, 2008) 



• Educational Discourses 

It is difficult to accept that as a Mi’kmaq researcher, 
I am writing in the foreign English language about 
the importance of language resurgence. It remains 
important that as I critically think in the foreign 
English language, that I continue to be mindful of 
Decolonization and my own Mi’kmaq ways of 
knowing

Western discourses in education are influencing how 
freely Indigenous scholars can express their visions 
for Desired-Based research (Tuck & Yang, 2012) 



– Simpson, 2011, p.148

Our social movements… are stuck in a cognitive box 
of imperialism and we need to step out of the box, 
remove our colonial blinders and at least see the 

potential for radically different ways of existence 



• Settler Colonialism 

Canadians today still view Aboriginal peoples as first settlers, 
not First Nations (Battiste, 2013, p. 27) 

A practical education is taught in the dominant English 
language (assimilation)

 Settler Colonialism is multidimensional force defined by 
racism and fueled by global capitalism (Grande, 2004) and 
Indigenous education becomes discussed under this framework 

Indigenous peoples are advocating and building a resurgence to 
move towards Indigenous principles of peace, justice, and 
righteousness in order to provide the best political and cultural 
antidote to colonialism (Simpson, 2011) 



Methodology 

Interview with Elders (Grandmother) 

Auto-Ethnography 

Indigenous Qualitative Research 

This auto-ethnography was a celebration of our 
Mi’kmaq legacies, paradigms, and methodologies 



Using auto-ethnography becomes an 
Indigenous method of interviewing elders 
and becoming both a process and product 
of Indigenous paradigms 

The conversations I had with my 
grandmother demonstrated guardianship 
over sacred knowledge and represented a 
sacred way of knowing (Kovach, 2009) 



In Research is Ceremony, Wilson (2008) depicts 
how the hegemony of the Eurocentric dominant 
educational system has always critiqued and 
criticized Indigenous academics, having 
Indigenous academics “justifying their 
Indigenous-based research methodologies 
through mainstream theoretical arguments… 
[making] it hard not to think that institutional 
racism is at its roots” (pp.30-31) of educational 
pedagogy. 



- Simpson, 2011, p.33

Our elders tell us that everything we need to know 
is encoded in the structure, content and context of 

these stories and the relationships, ethics, and 
responsibilities required to be our own Creation 

Story



Technology and Indigenous 
Language

• Using Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT)…

bridges the gap between fluent speakers and non-speakers

could offer the opportunity to share Indigenous digital 
resources, language apps, and linguistic dictionaries 

has the potential to deliver Indigenous language to First 
Nations communities, isolated communities, rural and 
urban communities, and to off-reserve speakers 



ICT becomes a solution to confronting 
linguistic genocide (Corntassel, 2012; Perley, 
2011) and can be a tool for supporting 
community wellness (O’Donnell, et al, 
2010) 

If it has a foundation in Indigenous culture, 
heritage, and language then the use of ICT 
may well confront dominant Western 
English discourses



As Indigenous peoples, we must be mindful 
that technology limits the interactivity 
between our people (Simpson, 2011; 
Battiste, 2013) 

This lack of interaction can create 
challenges for Indigenous learners because 
videos, films, written word, and 
instructions using technology are often in 
the dominant English language 



Digital Technologies in the 
21st century 

Online access generates tools for language practice, 
protection and promotion of Indigenous cultural resurgence 

Sites include: 

http://www.mikmaqonline.org 

http://www.firstnationhelp.com



– Smith 2012

Technology can now be utilized as a decolonizing 
methodology for teaching/delivering Indigenous 
ontologies, axiology, epistemologies, frameworks, 

theory, pedagogy, and the sacredness of Indigenous 
creation stories 



Tools for Language Resurgence

Indigenous youth today are demonstrating a growing interest 
in ICT 

The potential of ICT strategies enhance healthier Indigenous 
communities and provides access for community learning 

Tools for language resurgence may be effective ways of 
linguistic revitalization for youth in the face of settler 
colonialism 

Atlantic Provincial governments can take steps to 
implementing Mi’kmaq and Maliseet as an official language 



L’nui’suti
Mi’kmaq Language App 
available on smart phones 
and ipads 

Provides “Our People” with 
History, Language, Oral and 
Writing descriptions 

App Store: “Mi’kmaq/
Micmac/Mikmaw/Migmaq”



Grandmother’s Findings

Grandmother talks about how easily our language and 
culture can be shared in the classroom. It takes 
commitment to teaching the language and to engage the 
children, making learning Mi’kmaq fun.  

Grandmother says that technology can just sit there and 
do nothing for you if you are not interested in using it as a 
tool for resurgence.  

Grandmother believes that having cartoons in Mi’kmaq 
shown on television are forms of Mi’kmaq language 
resurgence. 
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